
18th annual Christmas Musical presented by Penn View Bible Institute’s
ACADEMY & COLLEGE MASS CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA
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Welcome...TO OUR CHRISTMAS MUSICAL PRODUCTION

Thank you for joining us for tonight’s performance of We Are the Reason! This production has 

been months in the making, and we are so thrilled and delighted to fi nally be able to share it with 

you, our audience, this Christmas season.

This year’s production takes us to the cozy and bustling Sanders Inn - where ordinary people, each 

carrying their own burdens, unexpectedly cross paths at Christmas. Through tender moments, 

honest questions, shared sorrow, unexpected laughter, and the mysterious arrival of a very special 

Gift, tonight’s story reminds us again of the heart of this season: the miraculous arrival of Jesus 

Christ. Born in a humble manger, He stepped into our world with grace and purpose - bringing 

hope to the broken, light to the searching, and redemption to every soul who will receive Him.

SHARE US
ON FACEBOOK

Merry Christmas
FROM ALL OF US HERE AT PENN VIEW

Over the years, this Christmas musical has become a beloved tradition for so many families in our 

churches and surrounding communities. It is now a time to gather with loved ones, refl ect on the 

true meaning of Christmas, and celebrate the story that has transformed hearts for generations. 

We are honored to be part of your family’s Christmas season and cherish the opportunity to share 

this message of faith and hope with you.

As you journey with our characters - from a weary traveler to a skeptical teenager, from a grieving 

guest to a family rediscovering wonder - we pray you’ll see the truth that changed their lives: 

Jesus still steps into our stories today. The same Child, worshipped by shepherds and proclaimed 

by angels, is the Savior who brings peace in our storms, joy in our sorrow, and purpose in our 

waiting. Thank you for joining us tonight, and may your heart be renewed by the wonder of His 

presence and the reminder that We Are the Reason He came.



Part 1

God Bless Us Everyone..................................................................... Featuring Elementary Choirs  
Words & Music by Alan Silvestri and Glen Ballard  Evelyn Black, William Black, duet
Arranged & Orchestrated by David T. Clydesdale

The Carolin’ Reel............................................................................... Featuring Elementary Choirs
Words & Music by Various Authors
Arranged & Orchestrated by Daniel Semsen

Season’s Greetings
Arranged by David T. Clydesdale
* Parents, please stand during this song so your children know where you’re sitting as they come off the platform.

Where Are You Christmas...........................................................................Makala Weaver, soloist
Words & Music by James Horner, Will Jennings, and Mariah Carey
Arranged & Orchestrated by David T. Clydesdale

On This Christmas Day........................................................................Elisabeth Hemmeter, soloist
Words & Music by Lee Black, Mike Harland, and Kenna Turner West
Arranged & Orchestrated by Cliff Duren

Emmanuel, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.......................................................................................
Words & Music by Keith and Kristyn Getty, Ross Holmes, and Chris Tomlin
Arranged & Orchestrated by David Hamilton

December 10-12, 2025 | 7:00 pm and December 13, 2025 | 2:00 pm
G.I. Straub Memorial Tabernacle, Penns Creek, PA
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Away In the Manger.......................................................... Jaletta Richardson, Nicholas Rine, duet
Words & Music by James R. Murray and Tommee Profi tt 
Arranged & Orchestrated by Clif Duren

Intermission
Offering

Sleigh Ride
Music by Leroy Anderson

Part 2

On a Silent Night........................................Emmaus Roberts, John Hazelwood, Chloe Cassady, trio
Words & Music by John Bolin, Benjamin Bolin, and Sue C. Smith   
Arranged by John Bolin
Orchestrated by Clif Duren

Tonight.........................................................................................................Dustin Durkee, soloist
Words & Music by Gloria Gaither and Benjamin Gaither
Arranged & Orchestrated by David T. Clydesdale    

He Would Come to Me.................................................................................Alex Hazzoum, soloist
Words & Music by Mike Harland, Cliff Duren, and Dave Clark
Arranged by Christopher Phillips
Orchestrated by Cliff Duren

We Are the Reason.................................................Darren Durkee, Mary McIntosh, Lauren Bender, 
Words & Music by David Meece Alex Hazzoum, William Black, Brenden Paulus, ensemble
Arranged & Orchestrated by Cliff Duren

Joy  of  Christmas............................................................................................................................
Words & Music by Isaac Watts and George Frederic Handel    
Arranged & Orchestrated by Bradley Knight



Speaking Actors

Narrator:  Lauren Bender
Mrs. Sanders:  Cindy Gandee
Mr. Sanders:  Jayme Gandee
Sarah:  Mary McIntosh
James:  Brenden Paulus
Tyler:  Alex Hazzoum
Emily:  Jacinda Mason
Noah:  Jaxon Durkee
Mr. Thompson:  Keith Bunch
Kevin:  William Black
Sophia:  Brooklyn Stoltzfus
Ms. Lily:  Christina Beltz
Pastor Ray:  Kyle Mason
Martha:  Hannah DeLong

Non-Speaking Actors

Roman Soldier:  Sean Kennedy
Magistrate:  Peter Apa
Inn Keeper:  Parker Mason
Mary:  Felicity Beltz
Joseph:  Reagan Shaffer
Jesus:  Josiah Wilson
Shepherds:  Jonathan Hoffman, Samuel 
McDonald, Brandon Peters
Angels:  Gracelyn Beltz, Janessa Byer, 
Deanna Fisher, Lily Martin, Janae Mowery, 
Jeriah Mowery, Emily Reese, Hannah Reese, 
Christina Scopelliti, Adalynn Stence, Collin 
Stoltzfus, Ronald Walsworth
Bethlehem Extras:  Anna Anderson and 
sons, Jordan & Susannah Bennett and son, 
Marie Black and sons, Alicia Cooley, Ella 
Edwards, Logan Hamilton, Hannah Hartman, 
Aaliyah Haya, Elisabeth Hemmeter, Chloe 
Hobelman, Sabrina Martin, Jaonna Mowery, 
Jakayla Mowery, Joanna Mowery, Kahlia 
Mowery, Mahala Pratt, Micah Schrag, Keira 
Weaver, Makala Weaver, Janessa West

Cast

sons, Jordan & Susannah Bennett and son, 
Marie Black and sons, Alicia Cooley, Ella 
Edwards, Logan Hamilton, Hannah Hartman, 
Aaliyah Haya, Elisabeth Hemmeter, Chloe 
Hobelman, Sabrina Martin, Jaonna Mowery, 
Jakayla Mowery, Joanna Mowery, Kahlia 
Mowery, Mahala Pratt, Micah Schrag, Keira 
Weaver, Makala Weaver, Janessa West

Choral Conductor:  Darren Durkee
Orchestral Conductor:  Nathan Packer 
Accompanists:  Jaletta Richardson,
Crystal Mason
Script Writer:  Darren Durkee
Acting Coach Assistant:  Judith DeStefano
Costume Design & Seamstresses:
Julie Mowery, Jessica Byers
Costume Director Assistant:  Rachel Clough
Costume/Actors Prep:  Susannah Bennett, 
Alicia Cooley, Ethan McDonald, Rebecca Walter, 
Keira Weaver, Makala Weaver
Set Design:  Darren Durkee, Breanna Spangler, 
Eric Susan, Ilyssa Wilson
Set Construction:  Eric Susan, Rocco 
DelSorbo, Dereck Durkee, Sheldon Habecker, 
Howard Hartman, Weston Herrick, Zach 
Herrick, Taylor Mason, Kevin Spangler, 
Cade Stoltzfus, LaVern Stoltzfus, Logan 
Walter, Brian Welch, Lane Yarrison, Wesley 
Zimmerman
Lighting Assistants:  Eric Strong, Paul Baker

Follow-spot Technicians:  Micheal Edwards, 
Dierrick Young
Set Detail Team:  Ilyssa Wilson, Emily Canfi eld, 
Chloe Cassady, Hannah DeLong, Billy Goodrich, 
Danielle Goodrich, Leia Goodrich, Aaliyah 
Haya, Chloe Hobelman, Adrianna Lilly, Sabrina 
Martin, Barry Mason, Ethan McDonald, Brittany 
McDowell, Cayden Rine, Emmaus Roberts, 
Madison Seeley, Aliyah Susan, Rebecca Walter, 
Derek Wilson, John Zechman
Backstage Team:  Jill Susan, Ashton Cassady
Props:  Jill Susan, Breanna Spangler,
Kyle Richardson
Multimedia Technician:  Jason Blowers
Livestream Sound Technician:  Nick Rine
Livestream Team:  Nathan Seeley, Valerie 
Hallenbeck, Kyle Johnstone, Jack Latsha, 
Theo Ohler, Cody Ross, Brenda Scholl, Kevin 
Spangler, Camden Strong
Ticketing, Parking, Ushers, and Security:
Sheldon Habecker and volunteers
Sweet Shoppe Coordinator:  Tamara Schrag

Crew

Mr. Darren Durkee:  Music Division Chair and Musical Director
Mrs. Michelle Wrightsman:  Acting and Costume Director
Mrs. Breanna Spangler:  Drama Director and Acting Coach
Mr. Eric Susan:  Set Construction Director
Mr. Stephen Cassady:  Sound Director and Technician
Mr. Allen Stump:  Lighting Director and Technician
Mrs. Jillian Susan:  Backstage and Prop Director
Mrs. Ilyssa Wilson:  Set Detailing Director
Mr. Nathan Seeley:  Livestream Director
Mr. Dustin Durkee:  Sponsorship Director
Mrs. Crystal Mason:  Promotions and Graphics Design Director
Mr. Sheldon Habecker:  Event Services Director
Ms. Julia Sickler:  Musical Secretary
Dr. John Anthony:  Committee Advisor

Comm� tee

Theo Ohler, Cody Ross, Brenda Scholl, Kevin 
Spangler, Camden Strong
Ticketing, Parking, Ushers, and Security:
Sheldon Habecker and volunteers
Sweet Shoppe Coordinator:  Tamara SchragSweet Shoppe Coordinator:  Tamara SchragSweet Shoppe Coordinator:

:  Music Division Chair and Musical Director
:  Acting and Costume Director

:  Drama Director and Acting Coach

:  Sound Director and Technician
:  Lighting Director and Technician

:  Backstage and Prop Director

:  Promotions and Graphics Design Director
:  Event Services Director

Comm� tee



KINDERGARTEN
Nautica Forney
McKenna Kline
Hudson Lewis
Asher Martin
Landon Reiff
Rosalynn Rich
Wesley Shoemaker
Kayson Weaver

FIRST GRADE
Preston Beltz
Grace Didyoung
Aislyn Durkee
Jaxon Durkee
Kylee Duttry
Landon Gillett
Madelyn Herrick
Drake Hile
Maravella Hubble
Jeb Reese
Bailey Reiff
Savannah Rine
Benaiah Sanford
Jackson Sanford
McKenna Sanford
Blakley Scott
Israella Shaffer

SECOND GRADE
Isaiah Detweiler
Riley Erdley
Chevy Forney
Sophia Habecker
Emily Hartman
Bryce Hill
Elise Kewis
Jaelynn Mowery
Kainen Mowery
Carter Reiff
Elliott Rich
Jessica Shirk
Kalia Weaver

THIRD GRADE
Aiden Byers
Mason Byers
Kinsley Duttry
Maleah Herrick
Morgan Herrick
Samantha Hile
Jackson Horvath
Madison Seeley
Liberty Shaffer
Avianna Stoltzfus
Adalynne Weaver
Jase Witmer

FOURTH GRADE
Isaiah Fritz
Breanna Hill
Calder Horst
Ella Horvath
Hadley Kincaid
Kinsley Lantz
Madeline Lewis
Ryan McMillan
Isaac Moyer
Harvey Rich
Antonio Scopelliti

FIFTH GRADE
Caydance Fritz
Esther Habecker
Weston Herrick
Ashleigh Hile
Annie Moler
Jaonna Mowery
Kolson Mowery
Carson Shirk
Colton Weaver
Christopher West

SIXTH GRADE
Isaac Agosto
Brooklyn Byers
Joseph Detweiler

Ethan Hill
Weston Lenhart
Carter Lewis
Mason Moler
AbbyGrace Schrag
Braedyn Scopelliti
Remington Shaffer
Kade Stoltzfus
Hailey Stoltzfus

SEVENTH GRADE
Sydney Byers
Nalani Erdley
Daniel Hartman
Alyssa Horst
Wesley Lantz
Trevor McMillan
Evan Reese
Wyatt Scholl
Kailey Shaffer
Brooklyn Stoltzfus
Briana Weaver

EIGHTH GRADE
Gracelyn Beltz
Elizabeth Habecker
Jayden Hoover
Evelyn Lewis
Felicia Martin
Jacinda Mason
Jakayla Mowery
Kahlia Mowery
Hannah Reese
Garrett Schrag
Trey Shaffer
Kelsey Weaver
Trenton Weaver
Edan Zechman

HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR

SOPRANO
Hadassa Agosto
Felicity Beltz
Sophia Byers
Sabrina Martin

ALTO
Ella Edwards
Chloe Rine
Christina Scopelliti
Adalynn Stence
Aliyah Susan
Keira Weaver

TENOR
Aiden McMillan
James McMillan

BASS
Timothy Hartman
Seth Miller
Andrew Seeley

* Faculty
+ Alumni/Guest Artist

Academy Choirs
SOPRANO
Lauren Bender
Evelyn Black *
Charity Bradford
Janessa Byer
Hannah DeLong
Deanna Fisher
Elizabeth Hemmeter
Lily Martin
Emmaus Roberts
Hana Stence
Rebecca Walter +
Stephanie Walter +
Makala Weaver

ALTO
Susannah Bennett +
Kaitlyn Bunch +
Chloe Cassady
Alicia Cooley
RaeQuelle Harvey +
Aaliyah Haya
Chloe Hobelman
Adrianna Lilly
Janae Mowery
Mahala Pratt
Emily Reese
Natalie Seeley
Janessa West

TENOR
Peter Apa
Jacob Blocher +
Blake Cassady +
Dustin Durkee *
Logan Hamilton
John Hazelwood
Alex Hazzoum
Tyler Lambert
Lopessi Mini
Jacob Oare
Ronald Walsworth
Josiah Wilson

BASS
Elijah Barnes
Ethan Bradford
Daren Fisher +
Jonathan Hoffman
Codie Hostetler +
Benjamin Kaki
Ryan Knight +
Sean Kennedy
Zachary Paulus
Jarrod Self +
Jeffery Self

BRASS
John Anthony, trumpet *
Kyle Mason, trumpet
Parker Mason, trumpet
Nathan Packer, trumpet *
Micah Schrag, trumpet
Reagan Shaffer, trumpet 
Carson Strong, trumpet
Michael Mason, french horn *
Caleb Peterson, french horn
Ronald Walsworth, french horn
Jeffrey Byer, trombone
Caleb Strong, trombone
Jeffrey Anderson, tuba *
Victor Vazquez, tuba +

PERCUSSION
Jordan Bennett +
Jonathan Hoffman
Ethan McDonald
Samuel McDonald
Collin Stoltzfus
Julia Sickler *

WOODWINDS
Hannah DeLong, fl ute
Lauraina Lilly, fl ute
Emmaus Roberts, fl ute
Jeriah Mowery, clarinet
Alexa Peterson, clarinet
Rachel Clough, saxophone *
Cristina Fisher, saxophone +
Jonette Foster, saxophone
Andy Sperka, saxophone

STRINGS
Marie Black, violin +
Chloe Cassady, violin
Aaliyah Haya, violin
Joy McIntosh, violin *
Brittany Stump, violin +
Tirzah Susan, violin +
Janessa West, violin
Serena Yarrison, violin +
Mary McIntosh, viola
Crystal Mason, cello *
Ruby Zimmerman, string bass +
Charles Dodd, bass guitar +

Co� ege Choir

Orchestra



Thank you...to all the sponsors who made this year’s 
production of We Are the Reason possible. Your generosity and support

have truly overwhelmed and honored us.

To our Gold, Silver, Bronze, and General Sponsors: your investment in this 
18th annual Christmas musical has not only helped us bring this story to 
life but has also contributed to the lasting impact it has on our school, our 

community, and the countless families who attend each year.

We are incredibly blessed to have the backing of so many local businesses 
who share our vision and heart for celebrating the true reason for the season. 
Your partnership is invaluable, and we cannot thank you enough for helping 

us continue this cherished community tradition.

Thank you for being a vital part of this year’s production. May this Christmas 
season bring you the same joy, hope, and love that you’ve shared with us!

Christmas Musical Comm� tee

GENERAL SPONSORS

Adam Transportation, LLC
Selinsgrove, PA

Cline Energy Services, Inc
Franklin, PA

East West Drilling
Miffl inburg, PA

Friesens Welding
Lewisburg, PA

Smith Brothers Poultry Farm, LLC
Middleburg, PA

Susquehanna Broadband
Lewisburg, PA

Walter Construction
Middleburg, PA



Kathy’s Alterations

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Kathy Sha� er, seamstress

Mi�  inburg, PA
570-768-2575

Manheim, PA
717-333-0486
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We invite you to visit
your local Christian bookstore,

Conveniently located at
307 E Chestnut St, Mifflinburg, PA

Books@GoldenApplesBookstore.com

570.597.2006

Mon-Thurs 8:30-5:30

Fri 8:30-7:00

Sat 8:30-4:00

   Scan the code
   to learn more

We at your local 
Christian bookstore 
invite you to hold 
the truth in its most 
incorruptible form, 
search out treasures of 
wisdom, delve deep into records of the 
past, let your imagination soar and allow 
your soul to breathe as you explore 
and discover all that we have to offer at 
GOLDEN APPLES BOOKSTORE.

A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold.
Proverbs 25:11

101028

Customer Appreciation Coupon
When you come into the store and show us this 
coupon, you will receive 15% off your purchase. 
Please note that this coupon can only be used 
once, expires on Dec 24, 2024, and cannot be 
combined with any other discount or promotion. 

101028





PROFESSIONAL 
STEAM CLEANING 
SOLUTIONS

SERVICESSERVICESSERVICES

SERVICESSERVICES

SERVICESSERVICES

1403 SUSQUEHANNA AVE. • SUNBURY, PA 17801 • 570-495-4153

For quality, professional cleaning services, DREESE SERVICES is
the name you can trust. With the latest in technology and top quality
detergents, DREESE SERVICES is a winning combination! Contact
us today and see the difference we can make in your property.

Our professional staff utilizes
THE BUTLER SYSTEM, a truckmount

cleaning and restoration machine known
for American quality, value and ease

of service for over 30 years!

Family
Owned &
Operated!Operated!
Servicing
residential and
commercial

$99 cleans up to 3 rooms of
carpet, tile, concrete, vinyl,

hardwood, laminate, full
room upholstery or disinfect

full house or office!
Go on Facebook to check out
our over 150 excellent reviews,
photos and testimonials!

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURAL

• EXCAVATION    • GRAVEL

570-837-9092

WE CAN LIFT IT!

SUNKENSLAB?
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURALRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURALRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURALRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURALRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURALRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AGRICULTURAL

        • EXCAVATION• EXCAVATION• EXCAVATION• EXCAVATION• EXCAVATION• EXCAVATION        • GRAVEL• GRAVEL• GRAVEL• GRAVEL• GRAVEL• GRAVEL

570-837-9092570-837-9092570-837-9092570-837-9092570-837-9092570-837-9092

WE CAN LIFT IT!

SUNKENSLAB?



www.homecomfortproducts.com

FEEL THE DIFFERENCE OF SOFT, THERAPEUTIC
HEAT THAT WARMS EVERY CORNER OF YOUR
HOME WHILE SLASHING YOUR HEATING BILL
BY UP TO 50%
� Generates up to 2X more heat than most heaters
� Lower your heating bills & keep your home warm
� No flames, fumes, or carbon monoxide

info@homecomfortproducts.com



PENNS CREEK AMBULANCEPENNS CREEK AMBULANCE

If you have interest in becoming an EMT, or if you are an RN
interested in serving the community, please contact us!

Serving Penns Creek and Center Township

President  |  Richard Espenshade  |  570-274-6924

EMS Chief  |  Michael Mason  |  570-939-0425

Don’t forget your new subscription for 2025!

Individual $25
Family  $50
Household $60









√ Interior & Exterior

√ Residential & Commercial

√ Satisfaction Guaranteed

√ Insured

FREE QUOTES

Call Today:  570-816-2372



➢Vinyl, Aluminum, Chain-link, & Wood Fence

➢Decks

➢Vinyl & Aluminum Railing

25 Cedar Drive, 
Lewisburg PA 
17837

www.buffalovalleyfence.com

570-522-0409          

Zack Lapp – Business Owner ~ Bob Peachey – Sales manager

          bob@buffalovalleyfence.com
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Raub’s Famous Hot & Cold Subs since 1957Raub’s Famous Hot & Cold Subs since 1957

* CHEESESTEAKS & SANDWICHES
* SPECIALTY BURGERS & DINNERS 

* SALADS & OUR OWN MADE SOUPS 
* CREAMY ICE CREAM  * SPECIALTY SUNDAES

* SHAKES  * FLOATS



2220 Paradise Church Road 

Mt Pleasant Mills, PA 17853

A & L WOOD, INC.
Since 1979

Phone: 570-539-8922

Email: sales@alwoodinc.com

www.alwoodinc.com

CCrraaffttiinngg eexxCCeelllleennCCee iinn ppaalllleett ddeessiiggnn && 
mmaannuuffaaCCttuurriinngg!! 

Beaver Springs, PA
570-658-8371



Picture Highlights from the
2024 Christmas Musical



You are welcome to join us every night 

in the Miller Dining Center immediately 

following the program.  There will be 

amazing delicacies to savor and hot drinks 

to warm you.  Get your holiday treats to-go 

or dine-in and enjoy the fellowship with 

others.  All proceeds benefi t the Music 

Division of Penn View.
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GIVING to
PENN VIEW

MORE INFO 
ABOUT PVBI

MUSICAL
SPONSORSHIP

Penn View Bible Institute is a growing, nationally accredited, 

4-year degree-granting Bible College preparing and equipping 

young people everywhere to have an intimate relationship 

with Christ and then to do something to reach the lost. We train 

students to become strong lay people in the church and to 

use their gifts to build God’s Kingdom. We prepare preachers, 

missionaries, Christian school teachers, child evangelism 

workers, musicians, and EMT’s.  We also provide a K4 through 

12th grade Christian Academy. Since our beginning in 1966, 

we have been serving the church by providing Christ-like 

servant leaders who are passionate about sharing the gospel 

that Jesus saves to the uttermost. That MISSION of Jesus Christ 

still MATTERS on the campus of Penn View!

Merry Christmas!

Daniel P. Durk� 
PVBI President



Merry Christmas!

PO BOX 970  |  PENNS CREEK, PA 17862
570-837-1855  |  WWW.PVBI.EDU

Be sure to mark your calendars and make plans
to join us for next year’s musical on

December 9-12, 2026

FROM ALL OF US HERE AT PENN VIEW

Merry Christmas!

FROM ALL OF US HERE AT PENN VIEW


